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Dear Sackets Harbor Central School Community: 

Where has the time gone?  It soon will be November and it seems as if we just opened school.  As of the 

writing of this article, I see signs of weather to come as small snowflakes are visible in the air before trick or 

treating has even taken place.  I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the need to be preparing for and 

finalizing your winter/emergency plans should the need arise for a delayed opening, closure, or early 

dismissal due to inclement weather or emergency situations.  If you have not done so, you may wish to 

sign up for the District’s Schoolmessenger System that will notify you of any of these changes in our 

operating schedule.  A free app may be acquired from our webpage www.sacketspatriots.org and use the 

web link to enter your information and get signed up.  I also remind new families that watching local 

television stations, listening to radio stations, or going online to the www.watertowndailytimes.com or 

www.newzjunky.com will give you the latest school closures, delays or early dismissals on a daily basis.  

Thank you always for your support and understanding with this process.   

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce new staff that have joined our Sackets Harbor Central 

School Family and were not known at the time of the Summer Newsletter Edition.  Mr. Chris Jaquin has 

joined the Music Department as our new instrumental music teacher.  Ms. McKenzie Townsend joins our 

instructional staff as an Academic Intervention Math Specialist at the Elementary level.  Mrs. Kathleen 

McKeever was also hired as an Academic Intervention ELA Specialist for grades K-6.  Mr. J.P. Middlestate 

joins our staff as our Transportation Supervisor/Head Mechanic.  Mrs. Diane Heise and Mrs. Tammy Serow 

join the Transportation Department as Bus Drivers.  We wish them all the very best in their new positions.    

Our Ninth Annual Veterans Day Ceremony is being held on Thursday, November 10th starting at 8:05 AM in 

the Huttemann Gymnasium.  All community members are invited to attend as we pay tribute to our 

Veterans of all Branches of the Armed Services, as well as active military service men and women.  This 

ceremony is part of the schools commitment to teaching civics, patriotism, and honor of those who give and 

gave so much to our nation.  

The Haunted Walk of Sackets Harbor organizers and volunteers are to be commended for put together this 

annual fundraising event.  The weather always plays a big part in the number of participants, unfortunately 

rain plagued this year’s event.  Kudos to everyone who helped make this annual event a wonderful 

experience for visitors to our community. 
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The regular fall soccer season has completed and congratulations goes to all levels of our soccer teams.  

Our combining at the boys’ modified level proved to be a positive experience and allowed for both schools 

to maintain a soccer program at this level.  Congratulations goes out to the Girls’ Varsity team as they were 

crowned Frontier League Regular Season Champions.  At present, the Girls have made it to the Section III 

finals against Poland.  Thank you to all coaches for their dedication to the sport.  The Booster Club had 

another terrific “under the lights” games for both teams and a tremendous amount of support came out to 

cheer our teams on.  The Fall Sports Banquet will recognize all of our athletes. Congratulations to the 

following athletes who were named Frontier League All Star and Honorable Mention athletes: Kelsey 

Gonseth, Sarah Gray, Hailey Martin, McKenzie Martin, Jamie Lynn Mendelson, Kayla Sova, Cady Weller, 

Cadin Berie, Alex Keegan, Marcus Menapace, Caleb Nans, and Tavicque Stewart. 

The school year is well underway and the School District has conducted all mandatory fire drills, a lock 

down, Mental Lock down drill, K-9 Narcotic and Nitrate search, and continue to look at all of our emergency 

procedures and plans.  I wish to thank our local Fire Department, Village Office Staff, Parish Center, Law 

Enforcement and Police Chief Trudeau for their assistance in collaborating to ensure the safest of plans for 

our School District are in place.  Lastly, it is important for parents/guardians to periodically check the 

following website identifying LEVEL 2 & 3 Paroled Sex Offenders: www.criminaljustice.ny.gov (locate Sex 

Offenders on the task bar and search by our zip code(s) 13685 & 13634) who reside in our School District.  

The School District takes these matters seriously.  Parents/guardians can register to get periodic update 

notifications should any movement in or out of our School District happens.  Should you desire additional 

information regarding this matter, you may contact the Sackets Harbor Village Police Department (646-

3548) or the Department of Criminal Justice at 1-800-262-3257. 

During our fall Superintendent’s Day, our District hosted FBI Special Agent Tom Veivia, from the Bureau’s 

Connecticut Office.  Tom provided training and insights during his presentation entitled “The Integrated 

Response to the Sandy Hook School Shooting: Lessons Learned”.  Tom, a 1985 graduate of Indian River 

Central was a first responder at the Sandy Hook Elementary School tragedy.  He brought firsthand 

knowledge and insights for school district employees on emergency plan development.  We appreciate 

Tom’s candid and honest presentation which sparked a great deal of discussion about our very own 

emergency preparedness plans.  NYS Police, Village Police Chief Paul Trudeau and Jefferson County 

Sheriff Colleen O’Neill were in attendance, along with many local school district administrators and School 

Resource Officers.  

The PTO has been very busy already this year and another Bring-A-Friend to Breakfast and Book Fair took 

place in October.  I am so pleased to see the overwhelming support of this program and all of the special 

friends that came to one, two, and even three days to enjoy breakfast.  Thank you so much to the PTO 

Executive Board and all of the active volunteers and members.  School pictures and retakes are a 

tremendous opportunity for families to memorialize those special years through pictures.  Thank you all 

who participate and support this PTO activity. 

Tax Collection Season is almost over and I want to publically thank Margaret Kelly, School District Tax 

Collector, for her efforts in making this process go smoothly.  The School District and Village of Sackets 

Harbor again supported a shared-municipal agreement to have tax collection take place in the Village 

Offices, with increased hours and a stable location for our residents.  Both Boards unanimously approved 

this collaboration to save money and increase services.  We continue to look for additional ways to save 

and become efficient in our operations.  Thank you goes to Mayor Battista and the entire Village Counsel 

for their support.  

 

 

http://www.criminaljustice.ny.gov/
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I wish to express our gratitude to so many local businesses and agencies for welcoming our Senior Class 

students to complete School-to-Work internships this October.  Our students go out into the field and spend 

time job shadowing career paths to assist them in making college or career planning decisions.  Internships 

in medical, law enforcement, broadcasting, agriculture, to engineering are secured through the School 

Counseling and Career Planning Office and a special thank you to Ladonna Moore and Ryan Tastor for 

orchestrating this annual experience.  I have the good fortune of going out and seeing our seniors in the 

field and getting feedback from employers on the success of the program.  I am proud of our students and 

the excellent representatives they are of our community. 

From all of us here at Sackets Harbor Central School, we wish to extend our sincerest appreciation for 

sharing your children with us each and every day.  Happy Thanksgiving and if you are traveling may you 

return safely. If you are having family and friends in, eat lots, enjoy the company.  Happy Holidays to 

everyone and wishing you a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.  I’m hoping the snow stays well 

south of us for a long time coming. 

Sincerely, 

Frederick E. Hall, Jr. 

Superintendent 
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                         A Message from the Principal: 

Dear Sackets Harbor Central School Community, 

We are off to a great start this 2016-2017 school year! The students as well as the faculty and staff have 

become readjusted to another school year.  The first few months have been filled with great teaching, lots of 

learning and many fun-filled activities for the entire school community. 

At Sackets Harbor Central School, we value and challenge each student and provide opportunities and support 

for student success.  With that being said, we know that the highest levels of success occurs when the school 

and home work together.  To maximize your child’s success, emphasize the importance of education through 

the following: 

 Monitor your child’s daily homework. 

 Attend school events including parent teacher conferences. 

 Ensure that your child is at school each day and is on time. 

 Expect and support positive behavior at school. 

 Read with your child or encourage your child to read each day 

In addition, there are numerous volunteer opportunities and we welcome you to become involved.  Volunteers 

make a positive impact on and enrich the educational experience for our students.  Please feel free to contact me 

if you wish to discuss volunteering at Sackets Harbor Central School.  Also, please consider joining our school’s 

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO).  This is a great way to get to know others in our school community while 

have a direct and positive impact on our students. 

I have listed a number of important reminders and updates below.   

NYS Testing Updates 

 Please note the dates of the New York State English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science 

Assessments for this school year.  Please schedule vacations accordingly. 

o Grades 3-8 ELA – March 28-March 30  

o Grades 3-8 Math – May 2-May 4 

o Grades 4 & 8 Science –June 5th 

o NYSESLAT – April 10 - May 19 

Instructional/Curriculum Updates 

 In June 2015, the New York State Legislature approved a bill requiring high school students to be 

trained in CPR and learn how to use the automated defibrillators.  SHCS seniors will receive CPR and 

AED training this 2016-2017 school year as a result of a collaboration with Guilfoyle Ambulance Service.   

 

 In our school’s ongoing efforts to shift to a new set of Science Standards, our teachers are being trained 

in the FOSS Next Generation Science Program to implement with our elementary and middle grades.  

This program is a complete modular program for elementary and middle school classrooms which 

includes materials needed for scientific investigations.  The goals of this program include increasing our 

students’ scientific literacy, improving instructional efficiency for teachers and shifting to teaching 

science systematically to address the Next Generation Science Standards.  More information about this 

program can be found here:  https://www.fossweb.com/foss-program  

 

 

PRINCIPAL NEWS – Mrs. Jennifer Gaffney 

https://www.fossweb.com/foss-program
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School Safety Updates 

 As part of our safety procedures, we have practiced six fire drills and one lockdown drill so far this 

school year.  We will also begin “mental lockdowns” starting soon.  A “mental lockdown” is when the 

faculty, staff, and students in the building are prompted to stop what they are doing and think about what 

they would do if this were a real emergency lockdown situation.  Teachers have been asked to debrief 

with students following “mental lockdown” drills to ensure students know what they are to do in a variety 

of situations. These drills are necessary to ensure students are ready in the event of an emergency.  

 

 This is a reminder that our School District now uses SchoolMessenger to send out schoolwide 

messages.  You should have received some notifications already this school year.  We will use this 

system to share notifications about delays, closings, and general reminders/information.  This is also the 

system we will use to keep the school community updated in the event of a real emergency.  If you are 

not receiving these messages or would like to make a change, please notify the Main Office.     

 

 This is a reminder that our school does not permit dogs on school property.  Please refrain from bringing 

your dogs onto school property to ensure the safety of our students.  Thank you.     

 

Athletic Updates 

 Congratulations to our Varsity Girls Soccer Team for a terrific season.  As I write this article, our girls are 

gearing up to play in the Sectional Semi-Finals.  They have made us very proud!  Congratulations also 

goes to Coach Dan Green who earned the distinction of Frontier League Coach of the Year! 

Technology Updates  

 Many Grades 6-12 students have submitted permission forms to join our Personal Electronic Device 

(PED) Program.  This optional program will allow students to bring in many of their own technology 

devices to school for use in our classrooms with teacher permission.  If more information on our PED 

Program is desired, contact the school for a copy of the guidelines and Frequently Asked Questions.   

 

 Don’t forget that 6-12 grade parents/guardians can download the Parent Portal APP so that their child’s 

grades are always at their fingertips.  This is a great way to easily monitor grades.     

 

 This is a reminder that our School District also has our own APP.  Easily navigate through current news 

and events and quickly retrieve contact informatio0n, calendar events and more!  Simply search Sackets 

Harbor Central School in the Apple iTunes Store or in GooglePlay.  

 

As always, if you have any questions or wish to discuss anything with me, you are welcome to email, call, or 

schedule a meeting with me.  Enjoy the remaining weeks of this beautiful fall season! 

 

Best regards, 

 

Jennifer Gaffney 
jgaffney@sacketspatriots.org 
315-646-1029 
 

mailto:jgaffney@sacketspatriots.org
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Healthy Playground Makeover Sweepstakes Social Content 

 
 
 
 
 

FACEBOOK 

 We’re giving away one of our three $60K grand prizes to a school on or near a military base! Enter the 
“Healthy Playground Makeover Sweepstakes” from @Togethercounts for a chance to win a $30,000 
grant and new playground equipment! http://bit.ly/1A3fqXf 
 

 Does the elementary or pre-school on or near your military base or installation need a playground 
makeover? Enter the “Healthy Playground Makeover Sweepstakes” from @Togethercounts for a 
chance to win a $30,000 grant and new playground equipment! http://bit.ly/1A3fqXf 
 

 Spread the word to win! Enter on behalf of the school on or near your military base or installation to win 
a new playground and $30,000 grant from @TogetherCounts http://bit.ly/1A3fqXf 
 

 Could the school on or near your military base or installation use a $30,000 grant and a brand new 
playground? Anyone can enter to win the Healthy Playground Makeover Sweepstakes from 
@TogetherCounts. Spread the word and enter your school every day through March! 
http://bit.ly/1A3fqXf 

 

 Enter once a day every day now to win a $30K grant and a brand new playground for your school! New 
this year, a third grand prize will be awarded to a military base or installation for a school or community 
where our service members' children attend! http://bit.ly/1fgWKGL  
 

TWITTER 

 Military families! Enter the @togethercounts sweeps for a chance to win a $60K playground   makeover 
for your school.  http://bit.ly/1A3fqXf 
 

 Enter the @togethercounts sweepstakes for a chance to win a $30K grant & new      playground for 
your school! http://bit.ly/1A3fqXf 
 

 Win for your school with @togethercounts! Enter to win a $30K grant & new playground    for your 
school! http://bit.ly/1A3fqXf 
 

 Enter @TogetherCounts Healthy Playground Makeover Sweeps for the chance to upgrade your child’s 
school playground! http://bit.ly/1fgWKGL  

 NEWSLETTER CONTENT 
Calling all military families! Enter once a day every day now to win a $30K grant and a brand new 

playground for your school!  Anyone can enter the sweepstakes on behalf of a school now through March 

24th, 2017. New this year! A third grand prize will be awarded to a military base or installation for a school 

or community where our service members' children attend. The more entries your school has, the greater 

your chances to win! ENTER NOW!  

http://www.facebook.com/togethercounts
http://bit.ly/1A3fqXf
http://bit.ly/1A3fqXf
http://bit.ly/1A3fqXf
http://bit.ly/1A3fqXf
http://bit.ly/1fgWKGL
http://www.twitter.com/togethercounts
http://bit.ly/1A3fqXf
http://bit.ly/1A3fqXf
http://bit.ly/1A3fqXf
http://bit.ly/1fgWKGL
http://www.togethercounts.com/at-school/win-for-your-school/sweepstakes
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KINDERGARTEN NEWS 

KINDERGARTEN NEWS:   

The children are doing a great job of settling into 

our school routine.  We are busy learning the 

sounds that letters make and blending them 

together to make words. In Listening and 

Learning, we are learning about Kings and 

Queens.  In math, we are learning numbers 0-10 

and sets of “more” and “less”.  

During the month of December, we will have a 

Reading Party for the students to come in and 

listen to stories read by Ms. Gaffney. While the 

students are listening to stories, we will be talking 

to the parents about our reading program. Can 

you believe that we will be reading by the end of 

Kindergarten? We will also have a Holiday 

Concert in the month of December. Please keep 

an eye out for our upcoming dates. 

Check our websites often for updates or new 

information:  www.sacketspatriots.org   Click on 

Elementary, then Kindergarten, and then on the 

teacher’s name. 

                       

Mrs. Schultes and Mrs. Allen 

Kindergarten at Burville Cider Mill 

SURF’S UP  
         in  
First Grade! 

 

First graders have DIVED right in and are off to a 

great start!  We have had a very busy beginning 

of the year.  We have learned many new rules 

and routines and are learning how to work 

cooperatively and respectfully with others using 

our BEACH Behavior Chart. 

We have begun testing for bucket words and the 

kids are “SHORE” doing a fantastic job earning 

them.  Keep working at home on these, we 

appreciate your help!   

 

The children have been introduced to how to flip 

questions to make answers and we have 

reviewed how to write sentences. Our surfers will 

be exposed to many other types of writing in the 

next couple of months.  Also our Guided Reading 

groups are making WAVES as they navigate 

through some new decoding strategies! 

We have many activities coming up over the next 

couple of months.  We will be studying Fairy 

Tales, the Election, Thanksgiving, and Veteran’s 

Day among others.   We look forward to meeting 

with all of you at Parent Teacher Conferences on 

November 21st and 22nd  to discuss your 

“SAND”sational surfers .  

We are looking forward to a SUN and FUN filled 

fall! 

Mrs. Goldman and Mrs. Lawler 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sacketspatriots.org/
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                     NEWS! 

Aristotle has once said, “Educating the mind 
without educating the heart is no education at all.” 
We could not agree with this statement more.  In 
second grade, we work on developing an 
environment where students can learn and 
become invested in their learning.  This only 
happens when emotions are connected to their 
learning.  When they have the opportunities to 
learn and love what they are learning.  Currently 
we are studying Ancient Greece, our second 
graders will be introduced to Aristotle. They will 
have the chance to hear how he has influenced 
our world today and his love for learning.  These 
lessons are outstanding for any age and as 
second grade teachers we feel very fortunate to 
have this opportunity to teach lessons on how you 
can love to learn.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November and December will be filled with 
outstanding activities.  After we finish studying 
Ancient Greece and Greek Myths we will start 
studying the War of 1812.  We feel fortunate 
because we are able to teach the content and 
then extend our student’s knowledge with a field  
trip to the Battlefield. Students will participate in 
the Commandant’s Christmas Tour to learn more 
the history of Sackets Harbor.  They will be 
allowed to explore the houses on the battlefield 
and make connections from our classroom into 
our community.   
 
Throughout the school year second graders will 
be participating in monthly Read-a-thons. Each 
read-a-thon is designed to instill and encourage a 
love of reading in our students. Students spend 
the day exploring new reading genres, creating 
projects and spending time with a good book. We 
also plan to visit the Hay Memorial library for a 
read aloud to kick off each event.    
 

In addition to the Read-a-thons we are also 
implementing a monthly STEM challenge for the 
students. The STEM challenges focus on the use 
of skills within the realms of science, technology, 
engineering and math. Students work in groups to 
create structures, solve challenging problems, and 
use a variety of materials in creative and 
imaginative ways.  It has been an amazing 
experience to see what the students come up with 
and how well they work together to solve achieve 
their goals.  
 
Miss Morgia and Mrs. Shelmidine  

 
 

Third Grade News 

 It is hard to believe it is November already. 
Third graders have been busy and engaged in 
their learning.  

Most recently they have completed their 

family leaf scavenger hunt projects. This project is 

part of their study of plants in science. These 

beautiful projects can be seen in the elementary 

wing. They also had a fantastic trip to Robbins’ 

Farm, learning about the dairy process. Mrs. 

Robbins and her team gave them a tour of the 

dairy barn and took them on a hay ride through 

the fields where they fed many of the animals. Up 

next in science using an inquiry based model of 

learning, students will participate in several 

science investigations using measurement. Using 

the metric system, they will explore the standard 

units of measure. 

The Holiday Show, our third grade 

play/musical will be happening in December. The 

play encourages oral fluency and expression. It 

allows students the opportunity to practice oral 

speaking through drama. It introduces children to 

holidays celebrated in the winter by different 

cultures. It is a lively play and we have a great 

deal of fun bringing it all together for a great show. 
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Third graders have begun the next unit in 

The Core Knowledge Language Arts program 

called Rattenborough’s Guide to Animals.  In this 

unit students will classify living things and learn 

about vertebrates, invertebrates, mammals, fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, and birds. Next we will move 

into The Human Body Systems and Senses and 

later The Ancient Roman Civilization.  We 

continue to use the Weekly Scholastic News 

Magazine for current events.  

 Along with reading, students are busy 

writing all the time. They write for a variety of 

reasons and just recently completed narratives 

about robots and aliens. Over the course of the 

next few months the students will work on opinion 

pieces and research. They will present an opinion 

on a topic and then write supportive details to 

persuade others. They will also choose a topic to 

research and with the help of Mrs. Decicco, the 

library media specialist, use various sources to 

support their topic of study.  

In math multiplication, 

division, and graphing will be the 

focus over the next few months. 

Students are guided into a deeper 

understanding of the process of 

multiplication and division, but 

must also learn the basic facts for each.  Solving 

word problems and the strategies involved are 

important and practiced each day.   

Christina Reinhardt & Christopher Staie 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Grade newsletter: 
Jeff Robbins and Steve Baytos 

 

Our year has gotten off to a fast start in fourth 

grade.  In math, we are working hard developing 

fluency with addition, subtraction, multiplication, 

and division.  Soon we will be learning how to 

multiply up to a 4-digit number by a 1-digit 

number, how to multiply by a 2-digit number, and 

how to do long division.  In science, we are 

continuing our study on plants and animals.  In 

social studies and ELA, we are going to dive 

deeper into the history and traditions of the 

Haudenosaunee (Iroquois), and look for 

information about our Native American Day 

Celebration and feast sometime in December.   

 

So far the all of the students are realizing that 

fourth grade is a challenging yet rewarding 

year.  We are working hard at establishing daily 

organizational routines that will help make them 

successful.  Please be sure to ask your child to 

show you his/her planner each night to ensure 

that they are using it correctly.  Go through their 

homework folder with them and help them 

organize it so that papers that still need to be 

finished are able to be easily located.  

 

 

 

 Homework should not take any more than 30 

minutes a night; if it does, please contact your 

child's teacher.  The students are given ample 

opportunity throughout the day to get much of 

their homework done, so if it seems like they 

consistently bring home a lot of homework, have a 

conversation with them about how they are using 

their time throughout the day.  Discuss a 

"homework routine" with them so they have a 

certain time/place they do their homework each 

night.   

 

Thank you again for all you do to support your 

child.  We look forward to seeing all of you at 

parent teacher conferences in November. 
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The 5th grade School Store is open for 

business and we’re learning how to find the total 
cost of purchases and making change.   
  In Science we are learning about 
adaptations and how they help organisms survive 
in their environments.  
 In Math we’re tackling Long Division and 
then moving onto multiplying and dividing decimals.   
Work on those Math Facts!!  It makes Long Division 
a lot easier. 
 We recently began a new unit that combines 
our ELA and Social Studies content.  In this unit the 
students are learning about what human rights are.  
They are beginning to build their knowledge through 
a close study of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights.  They are learning about and discussing how 
and why this charter was established.  Next, we will 
begin to look at how real people and fictional 
characters respond when human rights are 
challenged. 

In ELA, the students are also working on 
independently building reading skills such as 
comprehension, fluency, and expanding vocabulary 
during their independent work time.  Now that they 
have become experts at working independently, they 
are beginning to participate in small reading groups 
in which they will expand on their reading skills by 
reading and discussing what they read with a small 
group of peers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

         Spark Jr. (3rd -5th grade)    Ray Spahn  

 The Spark Jr. cross-country ski season 

will be arriving soon.  We will ski on 

Fridays from 2:30-3:15 behind the 

school.   The school has boots, poles, 

and skis.  The students only need to 

provide the proper outdoor clothing.  If 

anyone has old ski poles they don’t 

need any more, Spark Jr. would gratefully appreciate 

them.  Our poles are getting very old.  Any adults 

interested in joining our ski outings is encouraged to 

contact me at the school.  10-base kickball will also be 

available for those who want to stay indoors.  

 

          5th Grade School Store 

 The 5th graders are running 

their school store.  They are 

raising money to offset the cost 

of their end- of-the- year 

fieldtrip to Upper Canada 

Village in Canada.  The fieldtrip 

allows the students a hands-on 

experience to reinforce the 

information they have learned about colonial life in 

Social Studies.  It also gives many their first 

experience of visiting a foreign country.   

 Our school store has all the standard school 

items:  pencils, mechanical pencils, pens, 

notebooks, pocket folders, erasers, and sharpeners.  

The store also has whiteboard markers and erasers.  

It also has fun items that students can purchase.  

The store has new items for sale every week.  The 

store is open 7:50-8:00, M-F. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PE department is looking forward to so many 

indoor sports and activities this winter.  We will be 

using the weight room and discussing physical 

fitness concepts, we will be playing sporting 

activities such as hockey, volleyball and 

basketball.  We will be mixing in some holiday 

activities throughout the season. 

 Winter can be a fun time to be active 

outdoors with your child.  The nature trail is open 

for walking, snowshoeing and cross country 

skiing.  Making a snowman, snow fort or sledding 

can be a great way to enjoy the snow and beat 

the winter blues. Proper clothing is essential to 

keeping our students safe and healthy.  Please 

remember to bring sneakers to PE for indoor play 

and have boots for outdoor activities. 

 
 
 
 

Spark Jr.  

Mr. Spahn 
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 Music Notes:  
 
 
Congratulations to the following for being 
accepted into the Fall Bi-County Jr. Chorus: 
Kendell Bisbort, Annika Jantzi, Eric Gayne, and 
Adelyne Jareo.   
 
Joey Anderson is also participation in the Fall 
High School Swing Choir. The concert will be on 
November 5th at 2:00 PM at the Indian River High 
School Auditorium. 
 
Congratulations to the following students for being 
accepted into the Area All State Choir held at the 
Crane School of Music, Potsdam, NY. The 
concert is on November 19th at 2:00 PM: Jillian 
Allen, Joey Anderson, and Cameron Barr. Kaitlin 
Elliott has been accepted into the Area All State 
Orchestra. This is a great honor. Well done! 
 
Our own Joey Anderson has been accepted as 
TV 7's Area Arts All Star. Watch our web site for 
when his segment will be aired.  Joey is also 
participating in the Ted Keegan Concert for 
HOSPICE in December. Congratulations, Joey! 
 
Mark the date!  The Elementary Holiday Concert 
will be held on December 1.  This involves the 
entire Elementary population. We hope to see 
everyone come out for this annual event. 
 
On Friday, December 9th, The Sixth Grade 
Chorus will be traveling down to Syracuse to sing 
the National Anthem for a Syracuse Crunch 
Hockey Game! How exciting it is to sing for so 
many people. Wish them luck! (Let's not say 
"break a leg." The students will be out on the ice!)  
 
The High School Program is scheduled for 
Wednesday, December 14. Watch for further 
details as this date gets closer. This program will 
involve 6th grade choir and the 7-12 grade 
chorus. It will also include the Sentinels Band. 
Come out to meet our new band director, Mr. 
Jaquin! 

 
 

News from the Reading Department: 
 
 I would like to thank my fellow Reading 
Teacher, Kathy McKeever, for picking up ice cream 
and bringing in the fixings to make sundaes for the 
summer reading parties. I also would like to thank 
Dan Haycock for bringing in the pizzas for the kids to 
have at the party. 

I appreciate all the parents who sent in their 
calendars for what the kids did over the summer. 
Keep finding ways to read, write, draw, and practice 
math over the summer. This will only help your 
children when the school year begins again in 
September. 
 We have had a great month of PARP this 
year. Our theme of "Color your World--READ" has 
helped us to look at many colors and ways that 
people read and learn differently. 
 We would like to thank our community 
members, parents, and our high school colleagues:  
Shirley Lloyd, Carleen Lawson, Tania Andre, Carol 
Barkley, Dan Green, Jennifer Berie, Sarah Morgia, 
and Nicole Phillips who were some of our guest 
PARP readers. 
 Thank you to our new Hay Memorial 
librarian, Katie Riordan for reading to our students at 
the Hay Memorial Library.  We appreciate all that 
you do to encourage our students to read every day.  
Please make sure that you stop and visit the library 
even though it will not be PARP month, there are 
always good books to find and read. There are also 
many other activities and programs that go on at our 
local library, so stop down and check it out. 
 Thank you to April Busler for making our 
PARP banner again this year. I gave her the theme, 
and she ran with it and created an amazing banner.   
 We would also like to thank Texas 
Roadhouse for providing the prizes again for this 
year's PARP.  
 PARP calendars are due MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 7, 2016, and PARP prizes will be 
handed out on Monday, November 12, 2016. 

Please continue to read, discuss stories and 
events, draw pictures, create dioramas, and write 
about the books that you are reading with your 
children.  Thank you again for your support of the 
Reading program here at Sackets. 

 
     
Mrs. Alynda Haycock and  
Mrs. Kathy McKeever 
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The Library has been filled with a variety of 

technology and literacy driven activities in the 

recent months.  

There have been many appealing activities 

happening with the 6th grade Information Literacy 

Class. Recently, we walked through the WISER 

Research model and students acted as 

investigators as they did an interesting research 

project on common myths. Other projects have 

included using the IPADS and QR coding to do a 

Library Scavenger Hunt and creating a comic strip 

on what the students learned about Digital 

Citizenship. This class has been a great way to 

teach effective research skills through engaging 

technology rich projects and activities.  

The Library MakerSpace has students creating 

and problem solving with new challenges every 

month. It was fun to witness students looking up 

instructions on how to create Fall themed origami 

creations. Fourth grade students have enjoyed 

coming up to the Library with a pass to work on 

Lego Challenges. Strategy games such as 

Checkers and Chess have also been a big hit with 

the Secondary students. In honor of “National 

Picture Book Month” students were challenged to 

create a bookmark that supports this theme. The 

winner will have their bookmark handed out at the 

Hay Memorial Library!  

Students in grades in grades K-3 continue to 

come up to the Library on weekly basis. Lessons 

have included learning the parts of a book, 

strategies for choosing a book that is “just right”, 

and multiple Author and Illustrator studies.  

Battle of the Books is in full swing as students in 

5th and 6th grade have formed teams are reading 

books on a set list and gearing up for school, 

local, and the regional competition in the Spring! 

This is a great program for students who love 

reading and want a fun challenge.  

 

It’s always a whirlwind in the Library with the 

diverse areas of programming and activities. We 

are looking forward to the winter months were we 

can continue to provide a learning space for 

students that supports growth and exploration! 
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Social Studies Department 
Mr. Burns, Mr. Haley, and Ms. St.Croix  
 
Our Character Education theme for the month 
of November is Citizenship.  In order to 
encourage citizenship and participation in 
government, the social studies department is 
in the process of organizing a mock 
presidential debate and election for students 

6-12 on Election Day. Mr. Burns’ 
seniors will be divided into “Team 
Trump” and “Team Clinton.” 
These teams will work to research 
and debate key issues in front of 
high school students and faculty as 

their classmates act as moderators and field 
questions from fellow students. The debate 
will take place in the morning and students 
will have the opportunity to cast their vote 
during lunch periods. We will announce the 
results that afternoon after students serving 
as the election committee have tallied the 
votes!  
 
The Social Studies Department is continuing 
to make document analysis and writing a key 
focus of collaboration meetings. In an effort to 
improve students’ reading, writing, and 
analytical skills the Social Studies Department 
has implemented a uniform method of 
document analysis – SOAPS-B. Students are 
asked not to simply interpret documents, but 
engage in deeper analysis and 
contextualization by asking questions such as: 
Who is the speaker? When was the document 
written? What historical events influenced the 
document or has the document influenced? 
How is the document connected to events or 
processes of the period? Who is the intended 
audience? Why was the document created? 
What is the speaker’s point of view? Is the 
document reliable? Why or why not? The goal 
of such analysis is to improve students’ Social 
Studies skills as well as encourage critical 
thinking when encountering information 
outside of the classroom.  

 

Math Department News   

 
Mr. Lagos, Mrs. Butler, Mrs. Gayne and Mrs. 

Timerman 

With the first quarter well under way, the Math 

Department has settled into our normal routines.  

“Problem of the Week” questions are due each Friday 

in all classes, and count as quiz grades.  As a 

reminder, the only way to study and eventually master 

math is to practice.  Students should be bringing home 

his/her books and notebooks as they complete their 

homework fully each night.  With the aid of parents our 

students will be mindful to complete weekly problems 

and daily homework in a timely manner and take 

personal accountability for completing the work 

assigned to them.  Please question your child about 

their progress often, and if you have availability to a 

computer enroll in School Tools/Parent Portal if you 

have not done so already.   

Mrs. Butler’s Geometry students have been mastering 
the art of a flipped classroom.  Their homework is to 
watch the video’s posted in their Google Classroom 
accounts and fill in the provided notes.  The following 
class period is spent practicing the lesson from the 
previous night.  It is very important to watch the 
lessons, as this is how they learn new topics.   
Our school website teacher pages are filled with 

pertinent chapter information, relevant links, and are 

vital components for achieving mastery on exams.  To 

reiterate, practicing math is the necessary tool for 

success outside of the classroom.  Remind your 

child(ren) to utilize academic enhancement period time 

effectively and if they think they “have nothing to do” 

our websites serve as a great study guide.  

On behalf of the math department we wish you and 

your family a safe and happy 2017.  
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Mrs. Gillett -Science 7 
 

Why couldn’t the plants escape prison?  

Because their cells were surrounded by 

walls  
 
We have completed Classification of 
Living Things.  Students used a 

dichotomous key to classify imaginary creatures. 
We are beginning to learn all about the cell. We 
will be using the microscopes and looking at many 
microscopic items, including their own cheek cells. 
This will then lead into cell processes and 
genetics. 

 

CHEMISTRY 
A photon checks into a hotel and 

is asked if he needs any help with 

his luggage. He says, "No, I'm traveling 

light."  

 
We are well on our way into Chemistry.  We have 

learned the basic math used in chemistry and all 

about atomic structure.  We used a chocolate chip 

cookie to understand Thompson’s Model of an atom 

and used M&M’s to make Bohr’s Model of an atom. 

At the moment, we are discovering a plethora of 

information provided by the periodic table.  Next up, 

Chemical equations and chemical bonding. In lab, 

we observed excited state electrons releasing 

energy to produce a blue-green spark when chewing 

a Wint-O-Green lifesaver. Also we have completed 

many Gizmos (virtual labs), and cut, fire polished, 

and bent glass tubing, to determine the atomic mass 

of an imaginary atom called beanium. Up next? 

Flame tests, observing the different types of 

chemical reactions, and finding the % composition of 

water by mass in a bag of microwave popcorn.  

 

 

 

 

Exploring Physical Science 

Have you heard the one about a chemist 

who was reading a book about helium? 

He just couldn't put it down. 

We are well on our way into ExPS.  We have 
learned the basic math used in chemistry and 
all about atomic structure.  We used a 
chocolate chip cookie to understand 
Thompson’s Model of an atom and used 
M&M’s to make Bohr’s Model of an atom. We 
will soon begin the Element Spell-It project 
and then we will be discovering the plethora 
of information provided by the periodic table.   

 

Color Guard 

That wasn’t a drop. It was a 

“floor catch.” 

We have our performance for the Veterans 
Day ceremony at 8:10 am, November 10th. 
Also, come see us perform at THE Annual 
Holiday concert at 6:00 pm on December 14th.  
We have started our choreography for that 
concert and are excited to once again perform 
for the community. We hope to see you at 
both celebrations. 

 

SECRET SANTA SHOP 
                 Mr. Berie 

Find something for everyone on your list!   

We are inviting your children to participate in  
the upcoming Santa’s Secret Shop program at  
our school December 7th, 8th, and 9th during  
school hours.   This valuable program makes it 
possible for our children to experience the 
excitement of choosing their own special holiday 

gifts for family and friends. Santa’s Secret Shop 
will be set up at the school in Room 

112.  Santa’s Secret Shop will be supervised 
by staff and parent volunteers, who will help 
the children pick out and wrap their gifts in 
a familiar, comfortable atmosphere.  
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The first quarter is flying by, and it is hard to 

believe that Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the New 
Year are right around the corner. To make things 
even more exciting, students are learning a lot and 
working hard in English class.  

English 11- The English 11 classes are still 
working with short stories. They have worked with 
the following archetypal themes: revenge, loss of 
innocence, the dangers of technology, and 
oppression. After completing a fiction unit, we begin 
work on developing and writing an argument paper. 
This process will prepare students for the ELA 
Common Core Regents. 

AP English- The AP English class is in the 
midst of the Poetry Unit. They are learning about the 
foundations of poetry, analyzing poems, practicing 
multiple choice, and will finish with a unit test and AP 
Poetry Essay. After the Poetry Unit, we will begin 
Macbeth. 

English 12 Honors- The seniors just 
completed their School-to-Work internship and are 
now moving on to the College Prep unit. Seniors are 
currently filling out college applications and writing 
their entrance essay. They are definitely digging 
deep to find an intriguing- non cliche- writing topic to 
impress Admissions Offices. 

Yearbook- Students are busy working on 

senior pages, the soccer section, and their first 

photo essay. Using Picaboo (our online yearbook 

company) is allowing students to be more creative 

than ever, and they are very excited about sharing 

the final product with everyone in June. Yearbooks 

can be purchased through the Niahoure Storefont at 

any time, and when you purchase your yearbook 

online, you will receive 4 free personalized pages! 

You can access the Niahoure Storefront by going to: 

https://niahoure2017.picaboo.com/. 

Ms. Leanne Montrois 

 
 

We are having a great year! I believe it is important 

to have close contact with parents. Therefore, I have 

been sending out weekly agendas to all parents with 

information about homework and the current unit of 

study. If you are not receiving these, please contact 

me at sesposito@sacketspatriots.org.  

 

 

I also make use of Remind 101. This program allows 

me to text reminders to students. If you would like to 

get these messages as well, please contact me.  

Allowing students to read books of their choosing is 

going quite well! I am seeing more voracious reading 

than ever before. I am excited that this new program 

is sparking a renewed interest in reading! The eighth 

grade students will be choosing a book of choice 

once they complete The Seven Habits of Effective 

Teens. 

Grades 8 and 10 must complete readings bi-weekly. 

When they read these selections, they must use a 

sentence stem to indicate the central idea of each 

paragraph.  It is as follows: The purpose of this 

passage is to _____________ (a tier two purpose 

word goes here) so that the reader 

___________________. The tier two word list is as 

follows: Tier 2 Vocabulary: describe, develop, 

suggest, imply, debate, explain, reveal, illustrate, 

summarize, argue, enhance, analyze, elaborate, 

persuade, introduce, evaluate.   

Mrs. Sonya Esposito 

 

English Language Arts 
Mrs. Nohle 

 
We are well into the school year and off to a 
productive start.  Students in all grades have 
completed a great deal of reading and writing.  We 
have also had several thought-provoking 
discussions in class.  Sixth grade is currently 
working on a special project for our Veterans Day 
Ceremony.  Seventh grade is experimenting with a 
new self-paced reading system this year; this is 
going extremely well.  Ninth grade has completed a 
short-story unit and just began their first class novel. 
Specific, detailed e-mails are sent bi-weekly to keep 
families up to date.  If you are not receiving this 
information and would like to be added to the e-mail 
list, please contact me at 
cnohle@sacketspatriots.org.  Thank you for your 
continued literacy support.      

 

https://niahoure2017.picaboo.com/
https://niahoure2017.picaboo.com/
mailto:sesposito@sacketspatriots.org
mailto:cnohle@sacketspatriots.org


SACKETS HARBOR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

School To Work 

SCHOOL COUNSELOR 
NEWS 

 
The senior class participated in the School-to-
Work program for two days in October.  The 
district would like to thank the following 
businesses/organizations for their willingness 
to participate and provide our students with a 
successful and educational experience: 
 

 Assemblywoman Addie Russell 

 Aubertine & Currier 

 Bernier & Carr 

 Body Pros 

 Carthage Hospital 

 Children’s Home Of Jefferson County 

 Chrissy Beanz 

 Current Applications 

 House of Good Shepard 

 Inkwell Graphix 

 James Tague, DDS 

 Jefferson Community College 

 Jefferson County District Attorney’s Office 

 Lindsey Smith 

 New York Air Brake 

 New York Army National Guard 

 New York State Police 

 North Country Animal Health Center 

 Northern Radiology 

 NuPier Restaurant 

 Nytric Electrical 

 Orthopaedic Group 

 Pivot Health 

 R. Martins Contracting 

 Rupert Law Firm 

 Samaritan Medical Center 

 South Jefferson Central School 

 Super Cuts 

 Thompson Park Zoo 

 Tin Pan Galley 

 United Professional Advisors 

 US Army, Ft. Drum 

 US Coast Guard 

 Watertown Central School District 

 Watertown Power Sports 

 

College Open Houses 
 
 
The following colleges and universities will be 
holding open houses on their campuses for 
interested high school students on the following 
dates: 
 
Alfred University- Saturday, November 12th & 19th 
Clarkson University- Saturday, November 5th  
Elmira College- Saturday, November 19th & 
December 3rd  
Herkimer College-Saturday, March 25, 2017 
Ithaca College- Friday, November 11th 

Jefferson Community College- Friday, November 
18th   
Johnson State College- Saturday, March 4, 2017   
Le Moyne College- Sunday, November 6th  
Mohawk Valley Community College- Friday, 
November 18th   
Morrisville State College- Saturday, November 12th    
Nazareth College- Monday, January 30th & 
Saturday April 22, 2017 
Paul Smith’s College- Friday, November 11th   
Rochester Institute of Technology- Saturday, 
November 12th & Friday, December 2nd  
St. John Fisher College- Saturday, November 12th   
St. Lawrence University- Friday, November 11th 

Seton Hall University- Sunday, November 20th  
Siena College- Sunday, November 6th  
SUNY Canton- Saturday, November 12th & 
Saturday April 29, 2017 
SUNY Cortland- Friday, November 11th   
SUNY Fredonia- Saturday, November 12th              

SUNY Oneonta- Saturday, November 12th  
SUNY Oswego- Friday, November 11th  
SUNY Plattsburgh- Saturday, November 12th    
SUNY Potsdam- Saturday, November 12th    
The College at Brockport- Saturday, November 
12th  
The College of Saint Rose- Sunday, November 6th  
University of Rochester- Friday, November 11th   
 
Most of the above colleges and universities allow 
you to register for their open houses right on their 
websites.  Mr. Tastor is available to assist students 

with registering for open houses.   
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The College Application Process 
Seniors should note that college 

applications should be sent out by Friday, 
December 16th.  Please keep in mind though 
that some college application deadlines are 
even earlier, as early in some cases as 
November 1st.  Students should make sure to 
ask for letters of recommendation well in 
advance!   
 Students can apply to many colleges 
online at www.commonapp.org.  Students can 
apply to SUNY schools at 
www.suny.edu/student.  Students can apply 
online to Jefferson Community College at 
www.sunyjefferson.edu.   
 Parents are encouraged to make an 
appointment to meet with Mr. Tastor should 
they want to discuss the college application 
process by calling 646-3329 or sending an e-
mail to rtastor@sacketspatriots.org.   
 

 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Grades K-12 Parent-Teacher conferences will 
be held on Monday, November 21st from 
12:15 p.m. to 7 p.m. and on Tuesday, 
November 22nd from 12:15 p.m. to 4 p.m.  If 
you are interested in scheduling a grades 6-
12 Parent-Teacher conference, please call 
Ladonna Moore at 646-3329.  

 

 

ASVAB 
The Juniors will be taking the ASVAB on the 
morning of Wednesday, December 7th.  The 
ASVAB Career Exploration Program is a 
comprehensive career planning program that 
includes a multiple-aptitude test battery, an 
interest inventory, and various career 
planning tools designed to help students 
explore opportunities for after high school.  
This is a great program for students to further 
their career development.  Please see Mr. 
Tastor with any questions.   

 
 

 

SACKETS HARBOR PTO NEWS 
 

The PTO would like to send a heartfelt thanks to 
all the Special Friends that came out to enjoy 
breakfast with students in grades K-5 and shop at 
the Scholastic Book Fair.  Our Book Fair sales 
were the largest they have ever been with gross 
sales of $5,429!  We couldn’t have done this 
without the support of all our families and special 
friends.  We raised enough to purchase a Smart 
Board for a classroom and are well on our way to 
a second one! 
 
The students in grades K-5 have been busy in the 
art room with Mr. Burris working on creations that 
will be turned into keepsakes.  Working with 
Square1Art we will have a variety of products for 
purchase with your child’s artwork. These will 
make wonderful gifts for family.  Proceeds will 
benefit the Art Club and the PTO.  Orders are due 
by November 22nd.   
 
The 3rd Annual Craft and Vendor Fair will be held 
November 5th and 6th in the gymnasium.  This is a 
great time to purchase gifts for others or 
something special for yourself.  Admission is free.  
The Booster Club will be selling concessions and 
holding a can/bottle drive at this time also.   
Lifetouch Picture Retake Day is November 9th.   
On November 20th Lifetouch will be here once 
again to take family photos.  This was well 
received last year and has limited space so be 
sure to reserve your space ASAP.   Fliers will be 
sent home at the beginning of November.  
 
On December 4th we will be having breakfast with 
Santa.  Cost will be $5 for adults and children over 
12, children 10 and under are free.  Breakfast will 
consist of pancakes (we also have gluten free), 
sausage, and beverages.  There will be children’s 
crafts and of course, Santa will be available to 
speak with the kids and take pictures.  Don’t 
forget your camera! 
 
We still have Save Around Coupon Books for 
sale, they are $25 each and are available in the 
main and district offices at school. 
 

 

 
 

http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.suny.edu/student
http://www.sunyjefferson.edu/
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News from Mrs. Quinn 

Earth Science and Living Environment 

Students in both courses are practicing their science 

literacy skills, with lots of science journal work, 

recording their lab activities.  Living Environment 

students have ventured to Mill Creek to observe local 

conditions and look for organisms that indicate 

information about water quality.  Earth Science 

students visited Westcott Hill to observe changing 

environmental conditions and to Lakeside Cemetery to 

observe minerals and rocks.  First Quarter exams are 

approaching, spanning the first ten weeks of course 

material. 

Just a reminder that Earth Science students 
will be selling Christmas trees right after 
Thanksgiving up until Christmas, as long as 
the supply lasts!  Plan to get your fresh-cut 
tree and support the Earth Science rafting  
trip! 

 

Envirothon and Marine Biology Adventure 

Our Envirothon team competed last April and placed 

second at the County competition.  This small group of 

students are determined to keep that rank or move into 

first.  In an effort to build our knowledge base, we are 

visiting Thompson Park Conservancy to participate in a 

wildlife educational program.   Other test topic include 

soils, forestry, aquatics, and special environmental 

issue areas. We welcome presentations by community 

members with expertise in these areas. 

We are planning another Marine Biology Adventure for 

June, 2017.  As part of our ongoing fundraising efforts, 

we collect empty cans and bottles.  Bags may be 

dropped off at the greenhouse, or call the school to 

arrange for a pick-up. 

 
The students participating in the Marine Biology 

Adventure are collecting empty cans and bottles this 

Saturday to support their trip.  If you would like to 

donate "your empties" you can bring them to school 

and place the bag by the greenhouse, or let me know 

and I'll ask a student to get your empties from your 

car.  We will be collecting all year, so feel free to 

contribute at any time!  

  
Sixth Grade Math, 
Social Studies, and 

Science 
 

Sixth grade seems to be settling into a routine!  In 

Social Studies we are delving into our first Project 

Based Learning Project on the Ancient River 

Civilizations.  Ask your child what civilization they are 

researching.   

We are busy solving equations and inequalites in math 

class.  Can you believe we still need to remember how 

to add, subtract, multiply, and divide fractions?  Those 

pesky fractions turned up in our equations. 

Minerals and the structure of the Earth have been our 

topics in science.  Ask your child to name the layers of 

the earth and the five characteristics of minerals. 

Here are some pictures of our cave art! 

                                

                                 

 

 

 

 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pw43ihWS3MAjjiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzcmQ4dDVoBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyMDM2MzRmNDU3ZGQ0MWE5YWU3NjY0ZjhiMDdjN2E5MQRncG9zAzQ5BGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3Dchristmas%2Btree%26fr%3Dyfp-t-901%26fr2%3Dpiv-web%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D49&w=454&h=454&imgurl=media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/60/f6/27/60f6277e42358bc7e1c37f670acab786.jpg&rurl=http://pinterest.com/pin/324892560589511983/&size=37.1KB&name=Nova+Scotia+Business+|+<b>christmas+tree</b>+|+Pinterest&p=christmas+tree&oid=203634f457dd41a9ae7664f8b07c7a91&fr2=piv-web&fr=yfp-t-901&tt=Nova+Scotia+Business+|+<b>christmas+tree</b>+|+Pinterest&b=0&ni=21&no=49&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11cm0bs0c&sigb=139uslk84&sigi=12dobdskf&sigt=11o8oj8e6&sign=11o8oj8e6&.crumb=SG/9D7N.pW6&fr=yfp-t-901&fr2=piv-web


SACKETS HARBOR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 
Spanish Club 

 
Congratulations to our 2016-17 Spanish Club Officers  

President: Autumn Fay 

VP: Jamie Mendelson 

Secretary: Jillian Allen 

Treasurer: Bailey Boulton 
 

Our Spanish group meets every other Monday at 2:35 in Mrs. Matukas’s room. Any student grade 6-12 
is welcome to come to any meeting throughout the year. 

 

Spanish Club has been very busy!  Officers have been planning some very festive activities!  We 
celebrated El Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) by making Dead Bread. We made over 20 loaves 
and shared with students, faculty and staff. Congratulations to Spanish club for winning the People’s 
Choice Award in the Scarecrow Contest sponsored by the Sackets Harbor Chamber of 
Commerce!  Thanks to the parents and students who donated items for the event. 

 

The Flamenco Show 

We would like to thank our parents as well as our school and community for supporting this wonderful 
event.  All of our students in grades 5-8 grade and all of our High School Spanish classes were able to 
see dances from all over the world.  Students really enjoy the Hispanic music, singing and 
dancing.  Many students are able to participate in the dances! 
 

Español 7 

Students in this course are moving along at a quick pace, learning new vocabulary and how to put it 
into meaningful sentences.  We are also reviewing previously learned material to ensure it is not 
forgotten.  Ask your student ‘¿Cómo estás? to learn some of the interesting things s/he can say!  You 
can also ask your student to tell you words/phrases such as in a bad mood, in love, in a good mood, 
preoccupied, sad or tired. 

Español 8 

Students are currently finishing their Personal Identification unit.  They are learning vocabulary for 
description, family members and how to ask questions to get know others.  Our next unit will be 
Community and Neighborhood.   

Español 1 

Students in Spanish 1 have already completed the first two chapters of the textbook.  While the first 
was a review, the second asked students to talk about themselves: what they like to do and their 
individual characteristics.  You can ask your student ‘¿Qué te gusta hacer?’ and your student can tell 
you ‘Me gusta ______.(fill in the blank with a verb).  S/he can also tell you ‘I am ______. (fill in the 
blank with an adjective). 
 

Español 2 

Students are currently learning about Reflexive verbs.  They are creating a project that highlights their 
daily routines. 

 

Español 3 

Students have been reviewing the Preterite and the Imperfect. Their current unit includes Estar and the 
Past Participle and will expand their art and music vocabulary. 

 

Español 4 

Students in Spanish four are learning how to read, write and speak about relationships among friends 
and family.  They are learning to talk about what makes them happy or sad, how to make suggestions 
to others and some finer grammar points in Spanish that can be a little tricky (does one use por or 
para?!).  They have done a fantastic job of communicating in free-speaking activities such as20 
questions and Show & Tell. 
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SADD 
Congratulations to our 2016-17 Spanish Club Officers  

President: Hannah Oram 
VP: Lexy Crandall 

Secretary: Kelsey Gonseth 
Treasurer: Cadin Berie 

 
Our SADD group meets every other Monday at 2:35 in Mrs. Berie’s room. Any student grade 6-12 is 
welcome to come to any meeting throughout the year. 
 
We attended the Bullying Forum at Watertown High on October 6th. SADD members were moved by the 
presenter’s personal account of bullying and how it impacted her life then and even now as an adult. 
 
We had a guest speaker, Dr. H, help us see how decisions can impact our lives- both positively and 
negatively.  At our following meeting SADD members were given scenarios that they used a decision 
making process to help them resolve these situations. 
 
 
*Identify the problem 
*Explore the alternatives 
*Consider the consequences 
*Identify your values 
*Decide and Act 

*Evaluate the results 
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SCHOOL NURSE’S CORNER 

November is Diabetes Awareness Month. 

 Currently in the US there are nearly 30 million people living with diabetes and another 86 million with 

prediabetes and are at risk for developing Type 2 diabetes.  Talk to your doctor about the risk factors in your 

family, take precautions and support the people you know with Diabetes!  

                                                                                                              Visit: www.diabetes.org  

Say “BOO” to the Flu! The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommend everyone 6 months and older get a flu 

shot. Please talk to your doctor. We can protect and strengthen our own immunity by eating nutritious foods, 

taking daily walks / exercise daily, reduce stress, sleeping 8-10 hours and smiling daily! 

 

10 Healthy New Year’s Resolutions for Kids  

1. I will clean up my toys and keep my room clean. 
2. I will brush my teeth twice a day and wash my hands before eating and after the bathroom. 
3. I will drink more milk and water and limit soda and juice drinks.  
4. I will apply sunscreen before going outdoors. 
5. I will find a sport or activity that I like and do it at least three times a week. 
6. I will always wear a helmet when bicycling or boarding. 
7. I will wear my seat belt every time I get in the car. 
8. I will be nice to others and friendly to kids who need friends – like someone shy or new to school. 
9. I will never give out personal information or pictures of myself to strangers or over the internet. 
10. I will be thankful for what I do have and smile more every day. 

 

Make Health Your Resolution 

Healthy You: Make healthy food choices and be active. Wash your hands often. Be smoke free. Get enough 

sleep. Make a new friend. 

Healthy Family: Eat more meals together as a family. Grow a veggie garden. Encourage and support physical 

activity. Spend more time together. Be courteous and practice good manners. Say please and thank you often.  

Keep pets vaccinated and healthy. 

Healthy Home: Go green. Reduce, reuse and recycle. Install smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors on 

every level. Keep cleaning products and medications away from children. Have a winter weather emergency 

plan. Never use generators, grills, camp stoves or similar devices indoors. 

Healthy Community:  Volunteer. Stay current on community concerns. If you have received help from others, 

try to repeat the gesture. Participate in neighborhood clean up and beautification days. 

Healthy Workplace: Stay home if you are sick. Wash your hands often. Take steps to prevent and reduce stress. 

Smile often and give at least 3 compliments a day. 

ENJOY A NEW YEAR OF HEALTHY POSSIBILTIES! 

Jennifer Johannessen RN, BSN 
School Nurse  646-3419 
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How Can I Help My Child With Homework? 

Mrs. Bashaw and Mrs. Tocornal 

Many parents ask the question, “How can I help my child with homework?”  As 

teachers we are always pleased to provide advice in this area, since there is a fine line 

between “helping” and “doing”.  The following are some suggestions that may make helping 

with homework easier: 

1. Choose a consistent homework location.  This should be a fairly quiet, well lit area, 

with a comfortable writing surface.  

2. Designate this location as your child’s “office”.  Make sure that your child has 

supplies available such as paper, pencils, erasers, markers, crayons, scissors, glue, 

tape, and post-it papers for notes.  Your child may also benefit from having a large 

monthly calendar posted on the wall for reminders.  Now your child is all set up and 

you are ready to be a homework helper. 

3. Check your child’s planner/homework folder every night.  Many teachers require 

daily parent signatures.  This is one way that we know your child is sharing his/her 

planner with you daily. 

4. Review each assignment with your child to make sure that it is being correctly 

understood.  If necessary, brainstorm with your child how to begin the assignment. 

5. If your child is struggling, break the assignment down into smaller tasks.  Have the 

child do 3 problems and then check them.  Providing positive comments frequently, 

throughout a task, should encourage your child to continue with the assignment.  If 

your child is struggling to read, have him/her read aloud to you.  Discuss the story 

as you go to help your child understand what was read.  Children also benefit from 

hands-on activities.  When studying for a spelling test, write the words in shaving 

cream, form them out of play-dough, spell them using magnetic letters – have fun! 

 

When families approach homework time as a shared goal, children are often more 

motivated to complete it.  When children are motivated, it makes every task easier! 
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Art Department  
Instructor: Mr. Burris  
 
What an exciting fall for the Art Club. The members have been busy painting faces in the community at 

events such as Cider Day, Harbor Fest and decorating the Parish Center for the Annual Haunted 

Walk. 

 

    
 
Elementary Art:  Students at the elementary grade levels are working diligently learning the Elements 
of Design and Principles of Art as well as completing projects that align with the new Art Standards. Our 
focus for the first quarter has been working with lines and patterns, symmetry, and texture. 
Middle School Art:  The young artists are continuing to develop their skills in various art techniques 
and mediums. Their focus for the quarter was about expanding their visual memory and developing 
confidence in creating art. 
High School Art:  The studio atmosphere provides an opportunity for students to explore their creative 
spirit and refine their skills. I push these students to strive for their personal best and to incorporate 
their own experiences in their work, thus building self-esteem and artistic accomplishment. So Far, I 
am quite impressed. 
 

   
Upcoming Events:  Paint Night at SHCS, Nov. 10, 2016  
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Business/Computer/Health Education News 
Mr. Fingar 

 

Sports Marketing 

In November and December, students will be managing their own sports 

franchise using our computer simulation program.  They will be controlling 

stadium operations and staffing, finding sponsors and licensing deals, and 

other marketing skills to compete with other students’ franchises.  

Keyboarding 

We will continue to learn how to touch type using Type to Learn.  After 

learning all of the keys in December, we will use various Internet keyboarding 

websites to enhance our accuracy and speed. 

Computer Software Applications 

We are developing web pages using Adobe Dreamweaver.   Students will 

produce a variety web page projects utilizing the skills they have learned.  

They will also be designing personal web pages that will be published to the 

Internet.   

7th Software Exploration 

We are continuing to build our Microsoft Word skills.  Students are learning to 

manipulate fonts, line spacing, margins, tabs, indents, bullets and nubered lists, 

and quick styles.  In December, we will be working with Microsoft Excel.  We will 

be creating dynamic spreadsheets using different formulas, editing fonts and 

page layouts, sorting data, and creating and formatting accompanying charts.  

High School Health 

We have finished our units on mental health and we are now learning about 

making healthful nutrition decisions.  Topics include: influences on food choices, 

nutrients needed by the body, vitamins and minerals, and the benefits of plenty of 

water.   

7th Grade Health 

We will be learning about healthful nutrition skills, including nutrients needed by 

the body and other healthful nutrition facts and habits.  After talking about the 

ingredients in most fast foods, students will hopefully think twice before ordering 

a double-bacon cheeseburger with large fries!   
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“The bully never remembers, the outcast never forgets.” 
Jodee Blanco 

No one should have to endure being teased, bullied, or abused. Cruelty violates a person’s sense of 
self and others. If you or someone you know—perhaps your son, daughter, student, or a friend—is 
being bullied at school, you can help. Listen to them. Let them know they are not alone in their struggle. 
Be compassionate, supportive, and strong. 
 

On the evening of October 13, seven students and 2 teachers from SHCS attended a free program at 

WHS.  The program, about Bullying, was presented by award-winning author and bullying survivor, 

Jodee Blanco, and brought the community by the Samaritan Medical Center Foundation.  Students in 

attendance were Kristina Donders, Taylor Matteson, Avery Fry, Riley Lawler, Sophie Hardison, Alyssa 

Coleman and Morgan O'Brien.  Teachers were Gabi Matukas and Jen Berie.  Both teachers and 

students found the program to be a realistic presentation of bullying and the ways that it could be 

helped informative and insightful. 

 

Brief outline of the event: 

         Audience invitees:  students, parents, teachers, administrators, coaches, counselors 

   Jodee Blanco, author of the New York Times best-selling memoir Please Stop Laughing at Me, and  
    also three award-winning sequels 
  

  Highlights of the 2 hour presentation include: 

 what you should never say to a bullied child and why;  and also  what you should say and do; 

 

 how the bully and the victim are flipsides of the same coin and how to identify and assist both; 

 

 the two types of bullying and why one is innocuous and the other dangerous; 

 

 the two types of popular students; 

 

 the typical profile of the bullied child; 

 

 how to intervene with a bullied child one-on-one; how to intervene with a group; why 

traditional punishment doesn’t always work and how to supplement it with an innovative 

alternative called Compassionate Discipline; 

 

 how to deal with the parents of bullies and/or victims; 

 

 how to spot the warning signs a victim may be suicidal  or contemplating retaliation; 

 

 where to turn for support; and other vital information. 
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SACKETS HARBOR PATRIOTS ATHLETICS BOOSTER CLUB 

 

Our Sackets Harbor Patriots spirit wear is here and we are ready to take 

orders!  Attached please find our flyer and order form in the event you 

wish to place an order.   

 

The Booster Club is also having a can/bottle drive on November 5 & 6 

from 10-2.  Bring your returnable bottles/cans, stop by and grab a bite to 

eat at the concessions stand and then shop at the PTO's vendor fair!  One 

stop shopping!   

 

Our 3rd annual golf tournament is Saturday, June 10, 2017 at the Ives Hill 

Country Club.  Please mark your calendars and spread the word!  We are 

looking for people who would like to be a part of our golf tournament 

planning committee.  Please let a Booster Club member know if you are 

interested.   

 

We offer Patriot Pride Season Passes to any home basketball game for up 

to 5 family members that reside in the same household for $30.00.  See 

any Booster Club member to get yours today! 

 

Sackets Harbor Booster Club have their meetings on the third Wednesday 

of every month at 6:00 PM in the BOE room. 

 

 

Thanks so much for your continued support! 

GO PATRIOTS! 
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Sackets Harbor Patriots  
2016-2017 Boys Basketball Schedule 

Day  Date   Opponent    Site and Start Time 
Wed.  Nov. 30  Copenhagen    Home  6:00 JV 
Friday  Dec. 2   Lafargeville    Away  6:00 JV 
Wed.  Dec. 7   Belleville Henderson  Home  6:00 JV 
Friday  Dec. 9   Thousand Islands   Away  6:00 JV 
Tuesday Dec. 13  Lyme     Away  6:00 JV 
Friday  Dec. 16  Sandy Creek    Away  6:00 JV 
Tuesday Dec. 20  South Lewis    Home  6:00 JV 
Thursday Dec. 22  Alex Bay    Away  6:00 JV 
Tuesday Dec. 27  Charlie Bridge Tourney*  Home 
     vs. Chateaugay     4:00 JV 
             7:00 Varsity 
Wednesday Dec. 28  Charlie Bridge Tourney* Home   

JV Consolation     2:30 
     JV Championship     4:00 
     Varsity Consolation    5:30  
     Varsity Championship    7:00 
Thursday Jan. 5   Beaver River    Home  6:00 JV 
Saturday Jan. 7   Heuvelton    Home  TBA 
Friday  Jan. 13  Copenhagen@   Away  5:30 Girls 
Tuesday Jan. 17  Lafargeville    Home  6:00 JV 
Saturday Jan. 21  Lisbon^    Home  1:00 JV 
Thursday Jan. 26  Belleville    Away  6:00 JV                                     
Tuesday Jan. 31  Alex Bay    Home  6:00 JV 
Thursday Feb. 2   Lyme %    Home  6:00 JV 

 
League Playoffs Feb. 6-14 

    Semifinals   TBA  TBA 
    Finals #   JCC  TBA 
    Consolation Game# TBA  TBA 

Sectionals start February 16 
 

*IHC and Harrisville are also in the tournament 
^Garrett Loomis Memorial Homecoming Game 
@ Girls/Boys Varsity Doubleheader- Cancer Fundraiser 
%Senior night 
#Depends on result of semifinal game 
Schedule is subject to change.  Please call the school at 646-3575 to confirm 
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10th Annual Jana Boulton 
Memorial Basketball Game 
Saturday, January 7th, 2017 

 
 Sackets Harbor Central School will remember Jana Boulton with memorial basketball 
games on Saturday, January 9th, 2016.  Jana was an amazingly strong, caring person who left an 
indelible mark on every person she came across.  She was diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis shortly 
after she was born, but Jana never once used her disease as a crutch.  She always exhibited a 
resilient spirit and a fearless attitude, and that made her so endearing to all who knew her.  Jana 
was a cheerleader, a member of the school marching band, and a volunteer with the Sackets Harbor 
Fire Department.  She graduated from Sackets Harbor Central in June of 1999, and began college 
to pursue a career as a respiratory therapist.  However, because of diminished health, she had to 
undergo a double lung transplant in November of 2002.  Her surgery was a success, but due to 
rejection and infection a few months later, Jana passed away in September of 2003 at the age of 
23.  Jana’s courageousness, smile, and warm heart will always remain in the memory of all the 
people she touched.   

  

  

10th Annual Jana Boulton  

Memorial Basketball Game 

  

 Date: Saturday, January 7, 2017 

Place:  Sackets Harbor Gymnasium 

Time:  Games will directly follow the conclusion of the Sackets Harbor varsity boys game against 

Heuvelton 

Women’s Game @ 4:00 p.m. 

Men’s Games @ approximately 5:00 & 6:30 

 (“old” guys game and “young” guys game) 

Who:  PAST and PRESENT COMMUNITY MEMBERS and ALUMNI are invited to play in the game, and 

ALL are welcome to attend and show their support in memory of Jana 

Cost:  $20 donation to play which includes a t-shirt  

Admission for spectators:  By donation to benefit the Jana Boulton Scholarship fund and the Cystic 

Fibrosis Foundation 

Celebrate: All are welcome at a post game reception, location TBA  

Contact:  Jeff Robbins at 778-1170 or  

jrobbins@sacketspatriots.org 

Please call or email to reserve your spot in the game! 
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DATE EVENT TIME 

11/1 NO LATE BUS  

11/3 Workforce 2020  

11/3 Winter Sportsmanship Night 5:00 PM 

11/4 End of Marking Period 1  

11/4 & 11/5 Fall Bi-County Performance  

11/5 SAT Test  

11/5 & 11/6 PTO Craft/Vendor Fair 10:00-4:00 PM 

11/6 Daylight Savings Time Ends – “Fall Back”  

11/7 Red Cross Blood Drive  

11/7 JV & Varsity Winter Sports begins  

11/7 PARP Calendars are due  

11/9 PTO Fall Picture Retake  

11/10 Veterans Day Celebration 8:15 AM 

11/10 PTO Paint With Me 6:00 -8:00 PM 

11/10 Report Cards Distributed  

11/10 Celebration of Learning 1:00 PM 

11/11 VETERANS DAY – NO SCHOOL  

11/15 Board of Education Meeting 5:00 PM 

11/16 Booster Club Meeting 6:00 PM 

11/18 & 11/19 Area All State (Potsdam)  

11/20 PTO Family Photos  

11/21 EARLY DISMISSAL 11:35 AM 

11/21 K-12 Parent/Teacher Conferences 12:15-7:00 PM 

11/22 EARLY DISMISSAL 11:35 AM 

11/22 K-12 Parent/Teacher Conferences 12:15-4:00 PM 

11/23-25 THANKSGIVING RECESS – NO SCHOOL  

11/26 Christmas Tree Sale begins  

November 2016 Calendar 
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DATE EVENT TIME 

12/1 PTO Meeting 6:00 PM 

12/3 SAT Test  

12/3 Christmas Tree Sale 9:00 – 12:00 PM 

12/4 PTO Breakfast with Santa 9:00-12:00 

12/6 NO LATE BUS  

12/7-9 Secret Santa Shop  

12/7 ASVAB 8:00 AM 

12/7 Vocal Concert 6:00 PM 

12/9 6-12 Progress Reports Distributed  

12/10 ACT Test  

12/10 Christmas Tree Sale 9:00-12:00 PM 

12/10 2018 Winter Ball 7:00-10:00 PM 

12/13 Board of Education Meeting 5:00 PM 

12/14 Pre ACT  

12/14 Instrumental Concert 6:00 PM 

12/21 Booster Club Meeting 6:00 PM 

12/22 Patriot Pals Holiday Party 2:30-3:15 PM 

12/23 STANDARDS DAY – EARLY DISMISSAL 11:35 AM 

12/26 – Jan 2 Holiday Recess  

   

December 2016 Calendar 

 


